Wisdom and Destiny

love not spring from pity when it can
be born of love; let us not forgive for
charity's sake when justice offers forgive-
ness ; nor let us try to console there where
we can respect. Let our one never-ceasing
care be to better the love that we offer
our fellows. One cup of this love that
is drawn from the spring on the mountain
is worth a hundred taken from the stag-
nant well of ordinary charity. And if
there be one whom you no longer can
love because of the pity you feel, or the
tears that he sheds; and if he ignore to
the end that you love him because you
ennobled him at the same time you en-
nobled yourself, it matters but little after
all; for you have done what you held
to be best, and the best is not always
most useful. Should we not invariably
act in this life as though the God whom
our heart desires with its highest desire

were watching our every action ?
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